VILLAGE OF CEMENT CITY 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES


March 13, 2014	 7:00 p.m.		   Village Hall	             	Regular Meeting


The regular meeting of the Cement City Village Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Attendance: 11 Citizens present.  Members present:  James Ellis, Mel Cure, Dave Vescelius, Larry Babinger, and Bill Bendele.  Clerk Carol Ladd and Treasurer Chari Cure were present.

Departments
Police:  Chief Elwell reported on police activity.  He gave his quarterly report on local sex offenders. He presented a press release on a local girl who was contacted by a sex offender.  He noted that there are 5 registered offenders in the village.  Cure asked that the police refrain from blocking the church driveway.

Fire:  No Fire Report.

Guest Speaker- No guest speaker.

Minutes Reviewed-Regular Meeting minutes of the 2-13-14 meeting were reviewed.  Special Meeting minutes of the 2-19-14 meeting were reviewed.  Motion made by Cure, second by Vescelius to accept the minutes as presented.  Ayes all, motion passed.  

Receipt of Treasurer’s Report-Report reviewed by all.  Motion made by Cure, second by Vescelius to accept the February Report subject to audit.  Ayes all, motion passed. 

Presentation of Existing Bills- Discussion took place on the condition of the road project.  Sections of roads were not completed and excess stone was left to be cleaned up by our DPW.  The bill that was received had no explanation or itemization.  Council asked the clerk to send a letter to JCRC asking for clarification and a breakdown of services.  Motion made by Cure, second by Vescelius to pay the bills with the exception of the Jackson County Road Commission.  Ayes by all, motion passed.

Staff Progress Reports-
Zoning:  No Report submitted.

DPW:  In his absence, Tim Wheaton left a report for council on maintenance activities including snow issues.  Clerk to send quote for signs to Columbia Twp. Police.  ProMax of Brooklyn may be a source for signage.

Old Business
Motion made by Babinger, second by Vescelius to allow for the acceptance of bids for demolition and clean up of the Hickman house.  Tim to board up doors and points of entry for safety reasons.  Chari to obtain description of needed services including removal of foundation, debris, and the capping of well and septic.  Clerk to post in the Lenawee, Jackson, and Brooklyn paper.  Ellis to get clerk a listing of known demolition contractors.  Roll call vote:  Bendele, yes; Vescelius, yes; Ellis, yes; Babinger, yes; Cure, yes.  Ayes by all, motion passed

Discussion took place regarding the removal of building in alley.  Bendele asked if a survey had taken place.  He noted that his lawyer says the village pays for the survey.  Ellis stated no, the contestee pays for the survey.  Ellis tabled the item and will request a written statement by the village lawyer.

Planning Commission Appointments:
Ellis asked Cure if he wanted to renew the position as liaison on the Planning Commission.  Cure agreed to stay on the Commission.  Motion made by Ellis, second by Vescelius to reappoint Cure as liaison for a two year term.  Ayes by all, motion passed.

Currently, there are two open positions to the Planning Commission.  Nominations were accepted by Karen Vescelius, Patty Buvia, and Sandra Ellis for positions on the Commission. 

Roll call vote for position one:  Bendele, Patty; Vescelius, Patty;  Ellis, Patty; Babinger, Patty; Cure, Patty.

Roll call vote for position two:  Bendele, Karen; Vescelius, Karen;  Ellis, Sandy; Babinger, Sandy; Cure, Sandy.

Cure to hold term on Planning Commission through September 2015.  P. Buvia and S. Ellis to hold term of Planning Commission until June 2016.

Reminder that the Planning Commission will hold meetings on March 18, May 20, July 18, and Sept. 18 and as needed.

New Business
One sealed bid was received.  Gary Adams of Waterman Road offered $2600 for the trailer.  Motion made by Ellis, second by Vescelius to accept the sealed bid.  Roll call vote:  Cure, yes; Babinger, yes; Ellis, yes; Vescelius, yes; Bendele, yes.  All ayes, motion passed.  

Council recommends that Tim trade in the other items for fair value and proceeds with purchase of DPW needs, as previously discussed.

A discussion took place regarding the millage renewal.  Ellis reminded the audience and councilmen that this is only a renewal and will not mean additional tax expense to the citizens.  Motion made by Vescelius, second by Cure to adopt the Extra Operating Millage Renewal Resolution. Roll call vote:  Bendele, yes; Vescelius, yes; Ellis, yes; Babinger, yes; Cure, yes.  Ayes by all, motion passed.  

A quote of $1200 was received by GLEG for the inspection of the bridge.  Ellis to contact Lenawee County to see if services can be rendered locally and by government cooperation.  Clerk to ask GLEG for a price break since a 3rd party inspection is not required this year.  Motion made by Babinger, second by Ellis to accept a bid up to $1200 for inspection of the bridge in April.  Ayes by all, motion passed.

Motion made by Bendele, second by Vescelius to bring any court issues and court dates regarding the village to the council and for posting at the Hall to help with communication.  Ayes by all, motion passed.  Clerk informed council of the village of Cement City vs. Bendele court hearing to take place April 25th at 8:30 a.m.

Public Participation- 
Buvia made a statement that she feels that the president of Cement City has not been objective in regards to the Kennel issue.  Ellis stated that he was not involved in the process and that it is the responsibility of the zoning inspector to follow through with action.  He also explained that the issue is now being handled by the courts through council action.  Babinger explained that he has visited the premises and was told that they are in compliance.

Good & Welfare

Motion made by Ellis, second by Vescelius to adjourn.  Ayes by all, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 


Submitted by Carol Ladd, Clerk



Approved by James Ellis, President		 


